Dear Jim, 1/2/73 

If there is one thine better than a eood friend, it is a wise eood friend, typically, 
in your cautions of 12/28 you adeness wliat ne-ver entered my nindo ferhaps there will b--- 
other wisdom I should consider if I rarake further explcnation, Docauss tliis is a broi;en-up 
day on .vhich the phone lias been ana vrill bo busy and because the sooner I get and consider 
ad'ri.cs the;- better, this b-.h'ore the ot'ner and Iieavy^ nail. Orders, by the v?ay, still come in 
daily, and tiiat is good for us and for the interest it rtiflects, nev? interest. 

The acGUi-ption on '.lirLch 1 \;ork; are old and I don’t bother to think noi'? because I did 
the thiiiking nucii earlier and then made the basic decisions, hew ones deal with timing and 
consequent p.r. effects ana reactioris, etc. Tliere is no excuse for iqjr belief from the begin- 


ning of the current exposures tliat somt; kiiid of coup was possible if not probable and not 
cox'relating. 

But I suppose my instant rea.ction may la^t. "^t is that if 1 ciin dc;ter evil I should. 

This, if is tlri course, means wiiieii is the most iiazardous d(.-cision? Would I be in greater 
danger if I cause further exposures, those that can hurt, or as I liave believed over the 
years, tint taldng the initiative is the one defense of the weak. Because of possibilities 
I have scattered sensitive tilings and tiiere is noticing important of wiiich I have the only copj'’. 

I may be clkite wrong in the belief tiiat there is nothing I can likely do tliat will make 
any real difference because tliosc \Jith power hold feelings about me that are strong enough. 

One exampl:; was the recent display of tMn by the UBAttomey in Baltimore' to rzy Is'.ryer in 
the old helicopter suit. Be made it clear that Justice would rather go to court and lose and 
risk my setting st5.ll fuiother precedent to a modest settlement because tiiat modest sottlei- 
ment could be of slight help to us in our present circumstances. Thus my lawyer pressured 
me to actiept the offer of the uaxinum the local attorney can make without Washington's o.k. 
because they had leaned on liiia for inaking it. hy response was to reject it and propose a 
further compromise by me tiiat is greater than this offer and does require Washington’s 
approval but beciiuso it is reduced can be a face-saver for all of them, iin I insisted 
on a net figure rather tiuin a gross settlement offer and let them work out the details, I 
wonst pay taxes on what they' d ^ve because tiiat would reduce wiiat 1 get, so they can 
work out a formula that does not require pajring taxes, ■‘■f they willo In this there is also 
a gamble bcc.-iuse tiiere is no lii-iit to the crookedness I can face. I am now better prepared 
for it, hoifever. In tiio first case an FBI agent fixed ::jy chief witness taid I cLidn’t Icam 
about it until too late, 

VJhat v.'e are really talicuig about is surv'iv''al, in its many forms. In the normal sense 
our problems are only too real. One of vhe tilings * must accomplish is eliminating my debt 
to the bank oo wc won^t be foreclosed, iiy offer of settlement oiagirnilly, mi.'erdng origineily 
recently, prior to pre-trial conferences, v?as in tiiese terms i cai amouiit net and equal to 
wnat Wi- owed the bank as of tiiat day. (d anticipated the CoD dcal.>) So, I am not hiding from 


them the way I am tliinkinii', uhicii should tell tiiem someliiing about 


as of today, not as 


of the past. It forces the decision to tiiem. 

Bec-uuse I have not stopped to think tills tiirough recently, I must find the time. 


Freps-TatoTj to it 1 did wo things: J. finally got Bud to agree to imda. 


the court 
the spcctro 
toggh a thing 


record tiiat again confronts Justice with charges of ciimiiiaiity from me, in 

suit. These are novi in the record that goes to the supreme Court, It was so ^ ^ 

to do at this satge Cit would not ^ve been had Bud done it at the ^ outset, as was obviouily 
the need and as he’d agreed) tiiat _^esar has met no lawyer who wasn t a bit uncei-tain at best, 
nu.^witliout it tiiere is no way of surviving iii this Supreme Court. “And I filed, tiie suit that 
gpelled xt all out aj^ainst Ford ana the sjxioks on swald as an agent, how it got no attention 
^^d X dxci noticing attract a.^exiuxon to it. aut it is a matter ol coui’t record aiiu it is 
something tiiat at some point wmll be in open coui’t. These arc initiatives ain others are 
possib Le when their tine lias come, 

Bfi-naps uroj qpLy 1 feel, tiiat doing any tiling overt to one who iias taken these ii'iitiatives 
and on these subjects involves a Idiid of iiasard particularlj' because of tiie people who know 
about them and ifliat tliey entiai aiu;. mean, ihid as I liav^e always felt, it would moan attacting 
enoKHous attention to ny work, especially tiiat which has liad. no attention. 

Of Course tlie potential we both see alters all of this and tlxe tliinkfrig requii’ed, as you 
have seen and I did not. 



a new and desparate adversaxi’’, one -.dth greater power and more of a disposition to use it 
inwisely and often on inprowisatnono 

Here; \rhat I’ll have to ovaliuite is whether enoueji is knovm aTx)ut whet Imve and. have 
done for iiotMjig to laake any real difference. I thirdc thd.o is possible. I assume I Iwive 
little privacy and I have no .'iltemative to using the normal means of coaiiiunication. I 
exi\ inclined to t\m beliefs: that my prospects of doing anjrthing with tins work are not 
good and that they will see it tiiis way. However, should anji;hing happen to nie, the question 
would be whether any ir.torest would be attracted to this impublished work. 

There are so na.:iy .ureas in wliLch I liave hurt so many that I do wonder if anj’’thing 
would make any rerH. difference now. Recently I aborted their attempts with n^y, soraething 
I doubr he realises. J- liad no choiee_about xeans. I used the phone. So, there may be no 
secrecy about it. And in doing tills f one-upped them. I used something they had probably 
forgott-in about bocause i.t is more thwji tlireo years old. They offered Ray a deal he could 
not accept, i'e a gudJ-tj^ man? Inposrtble, as they realised.. They were asked the question, 
so if they did not pick it up on my phone, thej' did on their oivn, The 3 ^ backed off and I 
did notliing further. Of course, tliis is not the end. 

From noise ecology and law througn the full range of i;hich you Imow, to manii- I am 
already- a problem. Is not the question am I enougli of a xiroblen? 

Porliaps tlic cliaiujes I see are minor, like tliis backing off fast on Ray. The press 
treatment of a rcoll\’' cooky vrrit and obvious suid irreconcj.lable contradictions be-iTween 
this wrJ.t and Jerrjx's handoiit are encoisraging, Almost eveiyone played the write straight 
and igioriJC the contradictions. And the story got more attention ulian uiy'tiiing since the 
mini trial. Where the media used to go out of its vaj to Luilze the ratxoxial appear’ irr-atxcnal. 


the now do tiie reverse, -^re I thinic the difl'erence is »<Ci, 


diking iibout 


jUid the 

sending Valentine dovm, the real reason I wrote JER ertrly tliis a.m. 

Tlrere have ixien some of the- interruptions. lou are ri^it about the potential defendant 
and about his adversaries and tli^r cowardice. I believe a minority are not cowardly and 
tiiat imminent luitional ruin Eiay chiingxi thingsi. ixs can be done by other tiian a coup. Wliat 
is different is tliat there has been unpublicizetl but apparentiji- wide discussion of a coup 
and tliere is major division among those -who vjoulct ordinaril;r ozix;Cted to puli it. This 
raises the question obxl an^/tliing make ary difference and I don t loioi.' the ansvjer® You are 
riglit about the Ivstter th-3 case the grtiater the hazard, something else I liad not considered. 

Your instinct about ke. ping the numbtr of people -who know as small as possible is a 
good ori;j fuia is tiic basisj of cill spaxery, the need-to-knev? bit. To date it lias been restricted 




I cfui recall, 'fhis m 
approached in 


nnt, for example, raisin;.; the issues 
the quest f or couj,tsel. *Jim lias 


to those who uiglit be psirt, 
with the AGLU and with two others '.’ho were 
discussed it with a liwyer unknoni: to me. 

On the Mgyncies, more th-an one, depending on what seems substauitial enougli. iwii’’be 4-5. 
And actually wiiat 1 liave in rdnd is a private approach to the main one first, before filing. 
Informing tliat tliere has been tliis damage and offering to setale without going to co’ort. 
v/ith an agreement to never more, I know tliis seems naieve/ Sut a civil suit permits dOjXisi— 


tions ans interrijuitories and off ore aiy thing transpires i 
sing. In the kOI suit time for rurponse lias passed wx tiiout r; 

considering asking the co’urt to o der response. I’ve loft dc^cision 
bor of occasions I have been given what 

J -» J J 


court these- can be veiy embarras— 
•"•■•sponso and Jin is 
3 liiii. And on a num- 
I '..anted ratiier theai forcing me to go to court. 

I think it is not impossible because of the alternatives for tliem. You pose thos-e for me well! 

I lean increasinglj;' to the belief that the greater possibilitj* of a coup is agninst 
h-7m rather than for or by him, l.f onlj' because the countiy really is going to hell as the 
papers do not ahoif. Tlie statistics are phoney on Bnemplojmcnt. -'■cmember a note long ago 
about the expectation of &/^>, maybe The unenploiniK nt offi.ces are on overtime and are 

unabl-e to keep up with the loads. But the significant factor here is not the little ones i-Hio 


are hurt bpt the bigs ones tlrLs roall 2 / rciprese:nts. Ofj'hanci, with.o’ut thoufjit, tl 
be no beneficiaries except the oil cartel, -^sn t everyone else hurting? Incluck 


ng i£ 


sec-m to 
-itary? 


So, it is as you sry, Mwliat sort of emdronnont." ■^ore I think it is still cioudi''. 
And I wonder if I could bo helpfal to those 'v/ho don„t want a coup bj" him - oi’ liira - 
and if they are really serious anc.l numerous enough, with the ix)wer. 



Tour sur^'ey the battlefield fi£:urc^ ia apt. i.t thx aoneat wc oa:. do no aorc aaid wo 
can now do it 'witli iddef •'/Isioii. 

^ There is no possibility cf initiating an;rt}iing until the ^rJtinore natter is over. 
r.VG i>enn ^ola uo Jiold thns nonJ-i clear for it. Of course tliat is priority taiu v;ill be. 
Iieanwldle, the tir-o you toold ;/hich I nuch apjireciate, has directed ne to tiiink where 


iis-vs not 


yoiu'’ 


1 O'! 


■ter ar.ide 


'.'rx vi .1 tlo lio Cciii 1)0 tiVj^re oi* 


If you have any norc thoughts, I hope you can find tine to send then. 


J¥: Mattos, 


* '/e cLono 


■wiiee on 


-11 you can and you tola, it as it is 
to draw , they seen easy solutions i 


• nil *0 SO iiian^' v?no Inch 


the 


disregard tlie future* and what 


tonporaj^-^ Ec-curnty can neaii. -"Ih-s probably iiooks more people than anj^thijig ease. 

*.^..0 th^re is _iiOther side, aiid tiiat is the need for authentic, fairlv honest 

plain competent translations. Hie lari^ST pert of the 
nntei..i^-niCG estabinshment is really engaged in the equivalent of strai-ght rese.nrch in 
wiacii, ni noncot, tht= inoiviLdual researcher faces no real conscience problGas. 

- ^il. And his presence on the c-cene plus tliis experience 

^ -chink Uhinese studies ane about to be expanded enormously. 
- x;..-r--;asznt, roxatnons and the urgent need this country has for orciarv trade, the 

icrceo are now oeyond restrailing and the nonxi growth will inquire what’' it reausires. 
ms means peopxe who arc prepared, so tliere is a probable future. 

-■eo-iuso ds^so scarce a skill he lias, he may. have a vei^/ bright futui'e and he 
may easxxy oe tetiptod into academic, cof:t:ioreial or industrial employment. Ho'oe so.* ^ 

-iXso snare your other hopes; ilie possibilities you see are verj'' real. 


lifi t freezing temperatui-e at miaday 

geu.^ig riong om xn -il's absence with the heating system off antirel^I 
won^t to X. on mitxl I got for her mui then I'll heat to no more than 6'3-4. Last nirtt 
iLn mmost_6 today, and }iad it not uncomformble for her 

PT“at +w- ' about another 20-hour day yesterday and no 

SS ^ ® important to cope or to try vdien it is impossible, so 

..r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ aocum-olating a large stack of down 

iill aoTQ3 ana yesterday enjoyed very much carr:,.ang it down the steep 

than cu- bomHh;, the uncut being easxer to cirny 

to voek If does:io. cone tlris week I may start using the fireplace full-time 

g',"!!!-;' 2* ^enough saweu. r ve got some green trees marked for ali-riglit wood. 

■- 0 - d ti ' -"''f ’ t''' leather. But with the cost of oil, such moasurcs are ratal 

'iS xxt clar cash as wo haTO.imd there isn't much w-o can do to v?c-athe--proof 

tnxs rortonately tiglit house. Hikes a stro- - ---ind tn --t - i 

,ri^-w .,-i- O' -u 4- -.7 ^ ’ CO rto »e hope lor the sun 

cm... .he -.L..-aopeOic-. Ouu two coldest months are now and we’re kind of adjusted nov/. 

Sy 12/9 an', 10 yioces: I do 'oar^e lO-or-i'- e.-v.,-,w o-r -■ »j -. - 

SOM. Kflwi is ko,,sin„ M-, i„ I,,;.:., tk“:. “ “““ ‘ * 

so=s fo.r holidays I-b..liev* filsraa 


2iiankc 



